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that he had seen Britain through a most dangerous
year without committing her to any irreparable
action or decision. The obstinacy with which the
Opposition required him to take up arms for peace
in every corner of the globe without reference to
the military implications or the state of our pre-
paredness actually helped Mr. Chamberlain to develop
his arguments in favour of caution and patience.
The more he was challenged the more adept he
became in handling his theme, and the more easily
he was able to convince the country at large that
he possessed the requisite Nestorian qualities in
dealing with those for whom opposition had become
synonymous with irresponsibility. "The Opposi-
tion/' he declared in this Christmas debate, "are
living in an unreal world." And the nation agreed.
Summing up the year's work Mr. Churchill felt
bound to say that under the usual appearance of
Party and Parliamentary bickerings there was a
greater measure of unity upon essentials in the
French and British nations than had ever been known
in time of peace. There was no need for us to feel
unequal to the stresses of 1938. The only certainty
about the Spanish War was that it was eating up
Italian resources. Whatever the final outcome of
the struggle, there was no reason to believe that
Britain would be without influence or popularity at
the end. Japan was daily becoming more deeply
involved. The Anti-Comintern Pact was, in the last
resort, testimony of the Dictators' fears and weak-
nesses. As for our resources the British Navy was
considerably stronger as compared with other Euro-
pean fleets at the end of 1937 than it was in 1914.
The launching of the National Fitness Campaign
on the one hand and of the Air Raid Precautions
Bill on the other were alike signs that the Premier
was vigilant for the nation's health in peace and